
composing college: 
a first-year composition course 

[engl 10803 // fall 2014] 

The question “Why go to college?” seems simple—until you try to 
answer it. Are you here to learn? To get a job? To play a sport? To meet 
new people? For most students, the answer lies somewhere in-between, 
and as a result, it can be surprisingly difficult to decide what they want 
to get out of the years between their first semester on campus and the 
day they graduate.  

The purpose of this writing course, then, is to explore how we might 
begin to answer the question “Why go to college?” by asking and 
answering even more questions: What is college for? Who goes to 
college? What is the value of a college degree? How are colleges run? 
How should they be run? In the process of writing our way toward 
answers to these questions, we’ll be researching the history of the 
university and examining contemporary representations of college life 
in film, television, and popular culture. Reading and writing 
assignments will ask you to reflect critically on your own ideas and 
attitudes about higher education—as well as those of others—as you 
become increasingly familiar with the conventions and expectations of 
college-level writing.  

How did the modern four-year university come into existence? 

What role should higher education play in the 21st century? 

How are you going to get the most out of your time at TCU? 

We owe it to posterity to 
preserve and protect [the 
college] institution. Democracy 
depends on it. 

—Andrew Delbanco 

What [colleges] do with money 

or technology or facilities 

remains a value question, a 

question of how you regard 

human beings. In the end, it’s 

about the people. 

—Daniel Chambliss &  

Christopher Takacs 

“ 

“ 
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course goals and 
outcomes 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to write in a range 
of genres, using appropriate rhetorical conventions.  

 Demonstrate the importance of the rhetorical situation—
audience, purpose, genre—to the construction of any 
piece of writing 

 Write multiple assignments in several genres, expanding 
their repertoire beyond predictable forms (e.g. the 5-
paragraph essay) 

 Create a text with a focus, thesis, or controlling idea, 
provide appropriate support for claims, use conventions of 
format and structure appropriate to the rhetorical situation, 
and recognize such in others’ texts 

 
• Students will demonstrate competency in reading, 

quoting and citing sources, as well as competency in 
balancing their own voices with secondary sources. 

 Find, evaluate, analyze, and synthesize appropriate 
primary and secondary sources to inform and situate one’s 
own claims. 

 Critically read texts for main ideas and claims, for use of 
genre conventions, for rhetorical strategy, and for the 
position of the author.  

 Summarize, analyze, respond to, and critique texts and 
other media, as well as develop a working understanding 
for how various media and technologies affect reading and 
writing practices. 

 Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from sources using 
appropriate documentation style. 

 
• Students will demonstrate the ability to employ flexible 

strategies for generating and revising their writing. 

 Receive feedback on their writing from peers and 
instructor.  

 Write multiple revisions that might include substantive 
changes in ideas, structure, and supporting evidence, 
enabling students to experience writing as a recursive 
process.  

 Work both inductively and deductively to develop a focus, 
claim, or thesis (e.g. to begin with a point and build 
evidence to support it and begin with data and develop a 
point based on an analysis of the data) 

 Edit texts using conventions of Edited American English 
 Practice writing assignments as a series of tasks (invention, 

drafting, revising, editing) 
 

ENGL 10803.004 

M/W/F  8:00 – 8:50AM 
Reed Hall 217 
 

Mr. Tom Jesse 
Reed 317D 
Monday 11:00AM-1:00PM 
Wednesday 10:00AM-12:00PM 
(or by appointment) 
 

E-mail:  
t.jesse@tcu.edu 
 

Website: 
tomjesse.com 

 

Twitter: 
@tomjesse 
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KEYS TO SUCCESS 
IN THIS COURSE 

Read assigned readings 
(Preferably more than once to 

be sure you “get” them) 

Participate in discussion 

Ask LOTS of questions 

Come see me during Office 
Hours! 

Attend class regularly—and 
punctually 

Turn in work on time 

Plan and work proactively 

KEEP COPIES OF EVERYTHING 
YOU WRITE IN HERE ☺  

 

Core Assignments 
Units of Study 
This course has been divided into three units—or, three central 
questions—that help organize the concepts, terms, and genres of 
writing we’ll be working with this semester. These units are: 

1. Why College?  
2. How Does a College Work? 
3. What Should a College Be? 

Within each unit, you’ll be asked to complete regular reading 
assignments and prepare for in-class discussions on the readings 
and/or essays that we’re currently working on as a class.  

In addition to these daily expectations, each unit will involve 
some combination of the following three assignments: 

Informal Writing (IW) 
Consisting of everything from brief journal responses to 
structured feedback during peer workshops, you will be asked to 
write at least once every class period. (Sorry…) Though these 
pieces will not be graded individually, they play a vital role in the 
writing process and will be evaluated as a part of your larger, 
more formal writing assignments. 

Reading Responses (RR) 
Reading Responses are shorter formal writing assignments (600-
900 words in length) that address one aspect of the required 
reading from our class texts. You will complete three RR essays 
over the course of the semester, and their purpose is to help you 
better understand course material by giving you opportunities to 
work with certain concepts and terms in a more focused, yet less 
expansive, style of writing. 

& 

(continued) 

policies 

procedures 
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Major Unit Projects (MUP) 
In addition to the Informal Writing (IW) and Reading Response (RR) 
assignments, you will be expected to brainstorm, draft, and revise 
one major project that utilizes key concepts/themes from that unit. 
The MUP is a longer formal writing assignment (1800-2400 words) 
that constitutes a significant portion of your grade for the course, but 
you won’t be drifting off into “project land” all on your own. Each 
unit is designed as a scaffold to support your progress from rough 
idea to finished product, and the MUP represents a culmination of all 
the smaller work (reading, writing, and responding) you’ve 
completed in the weeks leading up to the due date. The three Major 
Unit Projects are as follows: 

Unit 1: “The Decision”  (Personal Essay) 
For our first MUP writing assignment, you will be asked to recount 
the series of events, accidents, or hard choices that led to your 
decision to attend college here at TCU. By exploring the various 
reasons you and your family had for choosing TCU, the essay aims to 
expose many of the underlying beliefs and values that we associate 
with higher education in contemporary society.  

Unit 2: How TCU Works  (Discovery Essay) 
In this essay, you will explore one aspect of the TCU campus 
community—departmental degree requirements, university housing 
policies, athletic program operations—to discover “how it works.” 
The hope is that, as we all become more familiar with the university 
through each other’s research, we can work toward a more 
comprehensive understanding of what it takes to keep a college of 
TCU’s size and scope operating at full speed. 

Unit 3: The Way College Should Be 
(Argument Essay) 

Building upon the foundation laid by our two previous MUP 
assignments, your final paper asks you to develop an argument 
about how to improve one specific aspect of the university learning 
community. Working in small groups of 3-4 students, you will create 
your argument as both (A) a polished written essay, and (B) an oral 
presentation to be delivered during our Final Exam period. As the 
culminating project for this course, this MUP will enable you to 
demonstrate your increased awareness of the issues and dilemmas 
associated with higher education, as well as your developing 
mastery of accepted conventions for polished academic writing. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Further information about these three Major 
Unit Projects will be provided via detailed Assignment Sheets at the 
beginning of each unit. Please consult the Course Calendar (located 
in the second half of the syllabus) to ensure that you’re aware of MUP 
due dates. If you see any potential conflicts with your schedule, it is 
your responsibility to notify me as soon as possible so that we can 
make alternative arrangements. 

COURSE TEXTS 



 5 engl 10803 :: composing college 

Grades & 
Assessment 

Grading Philosophy 

The number one source of 
anxiety for both students and 
professors is how grades in a 
given course will be 
determined. This is something 
we both think about, and I 
want to make my grading 
philosophy as transparent as 
possible so that we can all be 
on the same page. If you have 
any questions at any time 
about how your grade is 
being determined, be sure to 
consult this section of the 
syllabus in addition to 
contacting me so that we can 
resolve the issue as quickly as 
possible. 

Simply fulfilling the minimum 
course requirements warrants 
an average grade (i.e., C). A 
higher than average grade 
will be based on three factors: 
1) the distinctive quality and 
development of your written 
work; 2) the consistent 
demonstrating of critical and 
creative thinking in the 
drafting and revision process; 
and 3) a willingness to take 
risks by exploring new 
subjects, genres, and 
techniques.  

Coming to class every day 
and completing your 

assignments is not 
something that earns “extra 
credit” or an automatic A; 

it’s an expectation for being 
in this course. 

At right is a breakdown of how 
final grades are calculated; as 

we move into the semester 
you’ll receive more detailed 
information about how your 
writing is evaluated. I update 
the grade book on our PLS 
website regularly, so be sure 
to keep track of your 
performance in the course as 
the semester progresses. 

Grade Breakdown 

Given the variety of 
assignments in this course, the 
following weightings have 
been designed to reflect the 
amount of time, effort, and 
dedication each assignment 
requires. Those assignments 
that ask more of you have 
been weighted accordingly; 
those that ask less will also 
count less toward your final 
course average. 

Success in this class depends 
on your ability to effectively 
prioritize assignments and 
readings based upon their 
importance both to you and to 
your grade. I simply ask that 
you make the most informed 
choices possible when 
deciding where to devote 
your time and attention. 

Daily Work/Quizzes   15% 

Reading Responses     15% 
     (3 @ 5% ea.) 

MUP #1              20% 
***This essay is revisable*** 

MUP #2               20% 
***This essay is revisable*** 

MUP #3         20% 

Final Presentation       10% 
 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Numeric 
Grade Quality of Work  Range for 

Final Grade 
GPA Points 

Awarded 

A 95 Outstanding 93-100 4.00 

A- 92  90-92 3.67 

B+ 88  87-89 3.33 

B 85 Exceeds 
Expectations 83-86 3.00 

B- 82  80-82 2.67 

C+ 78  77-79 2.33 

C 75 Meets Expectations 73-76 2.00 

C- 72  70-72 1.67 

D+ 68  67-69 1.33 

D 65 Below Average 63-66 1.00 

F 55 Unacceptable 0-59 0 
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Office Hours 
MON 11:00 AM – 1:00PM 
WED 10:00AM - 12:00 PM 

During my office hours I will be at 
my desk and available to talk with 
you about any questions, comments, 
or concerns you have about the 
course. Please stop by and see me 
during these hours—that time is 
yours. If the times I have scheduled 
don’t work for you, I’m happy to 
make an appointment to sit down 
and discuss your work. 

Technologies 
Please turn off cell phones and any 
other electronics during class. 
You’ll be notified in advance if you 
should bring laptops to class for 
work; otherwise, assume you won’t 
need them. Texting, checking 
Facebook, etc. from your phone or 
computer means you’re not 
engaging in the daily activities of 
our course. I need you as focused as 
possible on the work we’re doing at 
all times—it’s the only way you’ll be 
able to get something valuable from 
class each morning. Before class 
begins, you’re welcome to use 
phones or laptops; during class 
time, however, I ask that you refrain 
from doing so. 

Failure to adhere to the technology 
policies can impact your Daily 
Work grade in the course, so 
please—do yourself (and your 
peers) a favor by giving each class 
meeting your full attention. 

Pearson LearningStudio 
(PLS) Class Website 
We have a course website we’ll use 
for various activities throughout the 
semester: required readings; 
handouts and assignment sheets; 
discussion threads; resources on 
the Webliography; and assignment 
submissions via the Dropbox 
feature. The PLS site will play a 
major role in this course, so you 
should familiarize yourself with it in 
the first two weeks of the semester 
to be sure that any questions or 
concerns you have can be 
addressed right away. 

Late papers will be penalized 
one letter grade for each class 
period beyond the due date, 
unless: 
a) the student has an official 
university absence  
and  
b) the instructor has agreed to 
late submission in advance of 
the due date.  

If you know you will be missing a 
class, then you need to submit the 
assignment ahead of time or meet 
with me well in advance of the due 
date for us to discuss the issue.  
 
This course relies heavily on 
technology, so you will need to have 
reliable access to the Internet, which 
is always available in several places 
(including the library) on campus. 
Problems with technology (i.e.: 
computer crash, printer malfunction, 
Internet connectivity issues, etc.) are 
not acceptable excuses for 
submitting late work. The best way 
to avoid late work is to plan ahead 
and avoid last minute crises. 

Course Conduct 
It seems strange to think that we’d 
need “rules” in a college classroom, 
but in the remote chance that student 
conduct becomes an issue, I want to 
be sure that my expectations for your 
behavior in class are made clear 
from day one: 

1. Our classroom is a place for the 
free exchange of ideas in an 
environment of mutual respect. 
Students whose behavior distracts 
or disrespects others will be asked 
to leave and will be counted 
absent.  

2. Please turn off your cell phone 
and/or laptop and put them away 
during class. If a true emergency 
requires you to keep your phone 
on or your computer out, please let 
me know before class starts. 

That’s it—just two rules. I will warn 
you, however, that I guard these two 
rules fiercely, so please abide by 
them at all times. 

General Policies 
Attendance 
Regular attendance is necessary to 
your success in this course, and 
only official university absences 
are excused. Students representing 
TCU in a university-mandated 
activity that requires missing class 
should provide official 
documentation of schedules and 
turn in work in advance. 

Three weeks of unexcused absences 
(six total absences) constitute 
grounds for failure of the course. 
Absences due to illness, sleeping, 
and long weekends are NOT 
excused—they all count toward the 
three weeks' absences limit. Since 
illness is likely at some point during 
the semester, students are urged to 
save their unexcused absences for 
times when you are too sick to come 
to class. To do well in this course, 
you must come to class. 

Tardies 
Please be on time for class. Students 
who arrive late (five minutes or 
more) can distract 
others’ attention from the day’s 
work—and, to be honest, they throw 
me “off my game” as well. For these 
reasons, I ask that you make it a 
priority to arrive before class begins 
(8:00AM) every day. If you choose to 
show up late for class regularly, 
keep in mind that multiple tardies 
will negatively impact your grade in 
the course. In-class work cannot be 
made up, so it is vital that you arrive 
on-time and ready to work. 

Late Work 
All major assignments will be 
submitted electronically through the 
Dropbox on our Pearson 
LearningStudio (PLS) website.  

Assignments are to be uploaded 
by 11:59PM the day before we 

meet to discuss them. 

Assignments will be considered late 
if they are submitted any time after 
11:59PM. Be sure to check the 
course schedule regularly so that 
you are not confused or mistaken 
about when assignments are due.  
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Course Resources 
 
New Media Writing Studio 
Scharbauer 2003 
www.newmedia.tcu.edu 
newmedia@tcu.edu 
817-257‐5194 

The New Media Writing Studio 
(NMWS) is available to assist 
students with audio, video, 
multimedia, and web design 
projects. The Studio serves as an 
open lab for use by students during 
posted hours and has both PC and 
Mac computers outfitted with a 
range of design software. A variety 
of equipment is available for 
checkout to students whose 
teachers have contacted the Studio 
in advance. See their website for 
more information and a schedule of 
open hours. 
 
Center for Writing 
Reed 419 
www.wrt.tcu.edu 
817‐257‐7221 

The William L. Adams Center for 
Writing is an instructional service 
with the mission of helping 
members of the TCU community 
improve their writing. Consultants 
offer feedback on writing projects 
to students, staff, and faculty from 
all academic disciplines. 
Consultants work with writers on 
projects such as essays, theses, 
dissertations, books, letters of 
application, articles, and other 
creative, personal, and academic 
projects. In addition to serving as a 
friendly audience, consultants 
address any issue a writer would 
like to discuss, though consultations 
often focus on topic generation, 
organization of ideas, style, clarity, 
and documentation. Go to their 
website to see their hours and make 
an appointment. 
 
IC Computer Lab 
Mary Couts Burnett Library 
www.ic.tcu.edu 

The Information Commons 
computer lab is an open use lab 
available to all TCU students. 
Access is first come, first served, 

with the exception of four 
multimedia stations that can be 
reserved for use at specific times if 
requested. Assistance is available 
from the Information Commons 
desk staff during all open hours, 
with additional support from either 
the full‐time Computer Services 
Librarian or the full‐time Computer 
Lab Assistant during most hours. 
 
TCU Computer Help Desk 
Mary Couts Burnett Library 
www.help.tcu.edu 
817‐257‐5855 

The Help Desk provides support for 
TCU related computing accounts 
and services. 
 
 

TCU Information 
TCU Disability Statement  

Texas Christian University 
complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
regarding students with 
disabilities. Eligible students 
seeking accommodations should 
contact the Coordinator of Student 
Disabilities Services in the Center 
for Academic Services located in 
Sadler Hall, 11. Accommodations 
are not retroactive, therefore, 
students should contact the 
Coordinator as soon as possible in 
the term for which they are seeking 
accommodations.  

Further information can be 
obtained from the Center for 
Academic Services, TCU Box 
297710, Fort Worth, TX 76129, or 
at (817) 257-7486. 

Adequate time must be allowed to 
arrange accommodations and 
accommodations are not 
retroactive; therefore, students 
should contact the Coordinator as 
soon as possible in the academic 
term for which they are seeking 
accommodations. Each eligible 
student is responsible for 
presenting relevant, verifiable, 
professional documentation and/or 
assessment reports to the 

Coordinator. Guidelines for 
documentation may be found at 
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_
documentation.asp 

Students with emergency medical 
information or needing special 
arrangements in case a building 
must be evacuated should discuss 
this information with their 
instructor/professor as soon as 
possible. 
 
Academic Misconduct  
(Sec. 3.4 from the Student 
Handbook) 

Any act that violates the academic 
integrity of the institution is 
considered academic misconduct. 
The procedures used to resolve 
suspected acts of academic 
misconduct are available in the 
offices of Academic Deans and the 
Office of Campus Life. Specific 
examples include, but are not 
limited to:  

• Cheating: Copying from another 
student’s test paper, laboratory 
report, other report, or computer 
files and listings; Using, during any 
academic exercise, material and/or 
devices not authorized by the 
person in charge of the test; 
Collaborating with or seeking aid 
from another student during a test 
or laboratory without permission; 
Knowingly using, buying, selling, 
stealing, transporting, or soliciting 
in its entirety or in part, the 
contents of a test or other 
assignment unauthorized for 
release; Substituting for another 
student or permitting another 
student to substitute for oneself;  

• Plagiarism: The appropriation, 
theft, purchase or obtaining by any 
means another’s work, and the 
unacknowledged submission or 
incorporation of that work as one’s 
own offered for credit. 
Appropriation includes the quoting 
or paraphrasing of another’s work 
without giving credit therefore. 

• Collusion: The unauthorized 
collaboration with another in 
preparing work offered for credit.  
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unit one 

why college? 

Week One 

MON, Aug. 25 
Introductions and 

Course Overview 
Textbook Status Check 
What Is College For? 

(A Conversation) 
 

WED, Aug. 27 
The Importnace of 

Writing in College 
and Beyond 

Distribute & Review 
Course Syllabus 

Major Assignments 
and Reading 
Schedule 

  Visit PLS Course Site 
  Download & Read 

Syllabus 
 

FRI, Aug. 29 
Discuss Writing 

History Letters 
Delbanco Introduction 
Introduce Reading 

Response (RR) 
Assignment 

  Read RR #1 
Assignment Sheet 

  Read Delbanco Intro  
(pp. 1-8) 

  Writing History Letter  
   (Submit to Dropbox 

by THU @ 11:59PM)    
 

 

Week Two 

MON, Sep. 1 
 

NO CLASS 
(Labor Day) 

 
 

WED, Sep. 3 
Introduce MUP #1: The 

Personal Essay 
Brainstorming Work 

for MUP #1 
Assign Writing Groups 
Brief MLA Overview 
  Read Delbanco Ch. 1 

(pp. 9-35) 
  Read MUP #1 

Assignment Sheet 
 
 

FRI, Sep. 5 
Writing Reflection: The 

RR Assignment 
Discuss Introduction to 

They Say / I Say  
Using TSIS as a Writer 
Continue MUP #1 

Brainstorming 
 Read TSIS Intro  
    (pp. 1-15) 

  Reading Response #1 
(Submit to Dropbox 
by THU @ 11:59PM) 

 

Week Three 

MON, Sep. 8 
Writing in the Personal 

Essay Genre 
Crafting Effective 

Introductions (Pt. 1) 
  Read Ehrenreich’s 

“The (Futile) Pursuit 
of the American 
Dream” 

    (TSIS pp. 244-51) 
  Bring Example of a 

“Professional” Pers. 
Essay to Class  

 
 

WED, Sep. 10 
The Origins of the 

Modern University 
Crafting Effective 

Introductions (Pt. 2) 
  Read Delbanco Ch. 2 

(pp. 36-66) 
 
 

FRI, Sep. 12 
Starting with What 

Others Are Saying 
Return & Discuss RR #1 
What We Talk About 

When We Talk 
About Grades 

  Read TSIS Ch. 1      
(pp. 19-29) 

 

Week Four 

MON, Sep. 15 
The Challenges of 

Entering College 
Introduction to Peer 

Workshop 
First Mini-Workshop: 

MUP #1 Intros 
  Read HCW Ch. 2     

(pp. 17-39) 
  Bring Draft of MUP #1 

Intro to Class 
 
 

WED, Sep. 17 
Highlighting “Vivid 

Details” in Narrative 
Summarizing as a 

Writing Strategy 
The Power & Purpose 

of Essay Outlining 
  Read TSIS Ch. 2      

(pp. 30-41) 
 
 

FRI, Sep. 19 
Peer Workshop: First 

Full Draft of MUP #1 
Post-Workshop Q&A 
Constructing 

Conclusions (Pt. 1) 
  Bring Rough Draft of 

MUP #1 to Class  

Week Five 

MON, Sep. 22 
Incorporating Quotes 

into Your Writing 
Constructing 

Conclusions (Pt. 2) 
  Read TSIS Ch. 3     

(pp. 42-51) 
 
 

WED, Sep. 24 
Revision Strategy: 

Coding Your Drafts 
In-Class Writing & 

Revising Time 
  Bring Typed Copy of 

MUP #1 to Class 
 
 

FRI, Sep. 26 
Writing Reflections: 

MUP #1 
Unit 1 Inventory and 

Progress Update 
Assign & Discuss 

Reading Resp. #2 
  Read RR #2 

Assignment Sheet 

  Major Unit Project #1 
(Submit to Dropbox 
by THU @ 11:59PM) 
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unit two 

how does a college work? 

Week Six 

MON, Sep. 29 
The Value of CHOICE 

in College LIfe 
Introduce MUP #2: The 

“Discovery” Genre 
Brainstorming Work 

for MUP #2 
  Read HCW Ch. 3    

(pp. 40-66) 
 

WED, Oct. 1 
Q & A for MUP #2 
Continue MUP #2 

Brainstorming 
The Voice of Response 
Keys to Success on 

Reading Responses 
  Read MUP #2 

Assignment Sheet 
  Read TSIS Ch. 4     

(pp. 55-67) 
 

FRI, Oct. 3 
Locating Sources for 

Academic Writing 
Further Methods of 

Responding to What 
Other Say 

  Read TSIS Ch. 5     
(pp. 68-77) 

  Reading Response #2 
(Submit to Dropbox 
by THU @ 11:59PM) 

 

Week Seven 

MON, Oct. 6 
“College” vs. 

“University” 
Becoming a Master (of 

Sorts) with MLA 
Formatting 

  Read Delbanco Ch. 3    
(pp. 67-85) 

  Review “MLA 
Resources” Tab on 
Course Website 

 

WED, Oct. 8 
Adding an Objecting 

Voice to Your Own 
Paragrpah Organizing 

Strategies 
  Read Delbanco Ch. 3    

(pp. 85-101) 
  Read TSIS Ch. 6      

(pp. 78-91) 
 

FRI, Oct. 10 
Becoming a Fully 

Engaged Student 
Revising Your Major 

Unit Projects 
Preparing for MUP #1 

Group Conferences 
  Read HCW Ch. 4       

(pp. 67-77) 
  Read TSIS Ch. 7     

(pp. 92-101) 

 

Week Eight 

MON, Oct. 13 
 

NO CLASS 
(Fall Break) 

 
 
 

WED, Oct. 15 
 

NO CLASS MTG. 
 

Mandatory Revision 
Conferences for: 

GROUP 1 

GROUP 2 
GROUP 3 

 
 
 

FRI, Oct. 17 
 

NO CLASS MTG. 
 

Mandatory Revision 
Conferences for: 

GROUP 4 
GROUP 5 

Week Nine 

MON, Oct. 20 
How “Belonging” 

Relates to College 
Success 

Creating Highly 
Effective Transitions 

  Read HCW Ch. 5     
(pp. 78-103) 

 
 

WED, Oct. 22 
The Teaching of 

College Writing 
Ogranizing Your Essay 

with Your Reader In 
Mind 

Workshop Reminders 
for MUP #2 

  Read HCW Ch. 6     
(pp. 104-12) 

  Read TSIS Ch. 8     
(pp. 105-20) 

 
 

FRI, Oct. 24 
Peer Workshop: First 

Full Draft of MUP #2 
Post-Workshop Q&A 
  Bring Rough Draft of 

MUP #2 to Class 

Week Ten 

MON, Oct. 27 
What Other Kinds of 

Leanring Take Place 
in College? 

Balancing FORMAL & 
PERSONAL Voices 

  Read HCW Ch. 6     
(pp. 112-33)   

  Read TSIS Ch. 9     
(pp. 121-28) 

   
 

WED, Oct. 29 
Revision Strategy: 

Outlining After 
You’ve Written 

In-Class Writing & 
Revising Time 

  Bring Typed Copy of 
MUP #2 to Class 

 

 
FRI, Oct. 31 
 

NO CLASS 
(Mr. Jesse attending 

academic 
conference) 

 
 Major Unit Project #2 

(Submit to Dropbox 
by THU @ 11:59PM) 
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unit three 

what should a college be? 

Week Eleven 

MON, Nov. 3 
Attending College in 

the 21st Century 
Assign & Discuss 

Reading Resp. #3 
Brainstorming Work 

for MUP #3 
  Read RR #3 

Assignment Sheet 
  Read Delbanco Ch. 4  

(pp. 102-24) 
 

WED, Nov. 5 
Introduce MUP #3: The 

Argument Essay 
Balancing GROUP and 

INDIVIDUAL roles & 
responsibilities 

Assign MUP #3 Groups 
  Read MUP #2 

Assignment Sheet 
  Download & Read 

Syllabus 
 

FRI, Nov. 7 
The Journey from 

Freshman Year to 
Graduation 

Metacommentary in 
Academic Essays 

  Read HCW Ch. 7     
(pp. 134-53) 

  Read TSIS Ch. 10     
(pp. 129-38) 

Week Twelve 

MON, Nov. 10 
Outlining an Argument 

and Building a 
Compelling Case 

Incorporating Multiple 
Voices in Your Essay 

  Read Muller’s 
“Nuclear Waste”   
(TSIS pp. 252-59) 

  Reading Response #3 
(Submit to Dropbox 
by SUN @ 11:59PM) 

 
 

WED, Nov. 12 
GROUP WORKDAY #1 
 (Time to outline, 

research, organize, 
write, etc.) 

  Bring Materials to 
Work on MUP #3 
w/Group Members 

 
 

FRI, Nov. 14 
The “Brave New 

World” of Higher 
Education 

Arugment Review: A 
Public Workshop for 
Group Ideas 

  Read Delbanco Ch. 5  
(pp. 125-49) 

 

Week Thirteen 

MON, Nov. 17 
So, What Exaclty IS to 

Be Done? 
Source Analysis & 

Evaluation: What Fits 
Best Where? 

Collaboration for 
Individual Papers 

   Read Delbanco Ch. 6  
(pp. 150-77) 

 
 

WED, Nov. 19 
GROUP WORKDAY #2 
 (Time to outline, 

research, organize, 
write, etc.) 

  Bring Materials to 
Work on MUP #3 
w/Group Members 

 
 

FRI, Nov. 21 
The Lessons of HCW 

and How They Apply 
to TCU 

Introduce the MUP #3 
Final Presentation 
Component 

  Read HCW Ch. 8     
(pp. 154-74) 

 Revised MUP #1 Due 
(Submit to Dropbox 
by FRI @ 11:59PM) 

Weeks 14 & 15 

MON, Nov. 24 
Utilizing Digital & New 

Media Resources 
Planning for the Final 

Presentations 
  Read TSIS Ch. 13     

(pp. 167-72) 
 
* * * BREAK * * * 

 

MON, Dec. 1 
The TSIS Templates 

and Revision 
Revision Checklist for 

Argument Essays 
  Read TSIS Ch. 11     

(pp. 139-59) 
 

WED, Dec. 3 
GROUP WORKDAY #3 
 (Time to outline, 

research, organize, 
write, etc.) 

  Bring Materials to 
Work on MUP #3 
w/Group Members 

 

FRI, Dec. 5 
Peer Workshop: First 

Full Draft of MUP #3 
Post-Workshop Q&A 
  Bring Rough Draft of 

MUP #3 to Class 
 

Week Sixteen 

MON, Dec. 8 
Revising Your MUP #3 

Essays: Final Tips & 
Suggestions 

The Importance of 
Visual Rhetoric for 
Class Presentations 

  Revised MUP #2 Due 
(Submit to Dropbox 
by SUN @ 11:59PM) 

 
 

WED, Dec. 10 
Final Housekeeping 

for MUP #3 Essays 
and Presentations 

End-of-Course 
Reflections 

  Major Unit Project #3 
(Submit to Dropbox 

by WED @ 11:59PM) 
 
 

FINAL EXAM 
MON, Dec. 15 
8:00-10:30AM 

Reed 217 
 


